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1 Gustave Flaubert, Bouvard and Péuchet (Champaign, 

IL: Dalkey Archive Press, 2005), 285.

2 In fact, it is unclear if Frank Lloyd Wright really said 

this. He reportedly said: “If the roof doesn’t leak, 

the architect hasn’t been creative enough.” For 

similar anecdotes, see Judith Donohue, “Fixing 

Fallingwater’s Flaws,” Architecture (November 1989): 

99–101. 

3 Quoted by Robert Campbell, personal communication 

with Carlo Ratti, 24 October 2006.

4 Joachim Krausse and Claude Lichtenstein, eds., 

Your Private Sky: R. Buckminster Fuller the Art of 

Design Science (Baden: Lars Müller, 1999). Fuller’s 

idea is in truth older than the twentieth century and 

can be traced back to eighteenth-century reformist 

architecture, such as that of Claude Nicholas Ledoux.

5  Adolf Loos, “The story of the Poor Little Rich Man” 

(1900). In Adolf Loos, On Architecture, Selected and 

Introduced by Adolf and Daniel Opel, (Riverside, CA: 

Ariadne Press, 2002), 50. 

6 Tom Wolfe, From Bauhaus to Our House (South 

Yarmouth, MA: John Curley & Associates, 1981), 4.



7 See for example Dan Bernfeld, Marja Mayerl 

and Roland Mayerl, Architecture et Urbanisme 

Participatifs: Expériences Françaises dans le 

Contexte Européen (Paris: Centre Pompidou, 1979).

8 Herbert Simon, The Sciences of the Artificial 

(Cambridge: MIT, 1969), 128.

9 Thus would apply both when the analysis is carried 

out by users themselves and when it is done by 

sociologists observing them.

10 Philippe Boudon, Lived-in Architecture (Cambridge, 

MA: MIT Press, 1972), 2.

11 During the competition some students went on to 

suggest that a negative Simmons Hall might have 

been built using the leftovers from all the digital 

cutting that was done during construction.

12 See http://senseable.mit.edu.



13 See http://www.mit.edu/.

14 The sum of all construction projects was presented, 

from a public relations point of view, as the MIT 

Evolving Campus: http://web.mit.edu/evolving.

15 See http://web.mit.edu/committees/sll/.

16 Quoted in David Dillon, “Starchitecture on Campus,” 

Boston Globe, 22 February 2004.

17 See http://libraries.mit.edu/archives/mithistory/

building20/index.html.

18 Carlo Ratti, “Redefining the University,” Domus 858 

(April 2003): 40–49.

19 Ibid.

20 Remark by Robert Campbell during the Simmons Hall 

public competition.



21 See http://web.mit.edu/committees/couhes/.



22 Philippe Boudon, “De Pessac à l’architecturologie,” 

Artibus et Historiae 2 no. 3 (1981): 131–43 or Philippe 

Boudon, Introduction à l’Architecturologie (Paris: 

Dunod, 1992).

23 Philippe Boudon (1969), op. cit., 3. 

24 See for example Frédéric Migayrou, ed., Architectures 

Non Standard (Paris: Centre Pompidou, 2003).
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1  This article is based on a lecture presented by Jeff 

Roberts at the CCA in Montreal on 5 October 2006.

2 Everett Moore Baker, “Address at the One Hundredth  

Anniversary of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, New 

York City, December 29, 1947,” Everett Moore Baker 

August 28, 1901–August 31, 1950 (New York: private 

printing, 1951), 94.

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Everett Moore Baker, “Baccalaureate Address Dartmouth 

College, June 12, 1949,” Ibid., 101.

4 Committee on Educational Survey, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, Report to the Faculty of the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Cambridge: 

Technology Press of the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, 1949).

5 The final report of the MIT Task Force on Student Life 

and Learning (1998) is available at http://web.mit.edu/

committees/sll/.
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